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ABSTRACT: The presentation is based upon research carried out in Kenya on a practise 
known as woman to woman marriages.  This practice traditionally has addressed issues 
relating to fertility not sexuality: a means by which some married women who have no 
children (or sons) can marry another woman who has (and will have more) chil-
dren.  Our research assesses the way in which the practice addresses issues of social 
reproduction in rural, land based socio economic contexts.  In particular it is concerned 
with the differently positioned women – the older woman who is cared for by her 
younger ‘wife’ and the younger women who provides socially reproductive labour.  The 
case study is set within the wider context of (a) legal pluralism – how is socially repro-
ductive labour valued within the various normative orders? And (b) a gendered life 
course perspective to ageing in Africa  

Prof. Ann Stewart is professor of law at Warwick University.  She spe-
cialises in the area of gender and the law particularly in the context 
of international development with particular interest in feminism, so-
cial justice and globalisation, affective labour/care/body work (Gender 
Law and Justice in a Global Market 2011 Cambridge University 
Press).  Her research has been primarily in Eastern and Southern Afri-
ca and India.  In recent times she has focused on issues relating to 
gender, care and ageing both in the UK and in Africa.   

At present she is working on two research projects: 

- In India a five year action research project  – ‘a fair chance for education: gendered path-
ways to educational success in Haryana India’.   

- In East Africa her research combines an interest in the position of carers and the rights and 
needs of older women.  She has produced a policy discussion paper with HelpAge Interna-
tional on gender and ageing – transforming gender relations in an ageing world. 
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About the project:  

This social reproduction seminar series is part of the Laws of Social Reproduction project led 

by Prof. Prabha Kotiswaran, and based at King's College London and CWDS, Delhi.  

Feminist scholars have long demonstrated the invisibility of women’s reproductive labour, with 

feminist economists striving to get international agencies and national governments to redraw 

the “production boundary” to ensure the recognition of women’s unpaid labour. Today main-

stream international institutions acknowledge that women’s unpaid labour hinders their partici-

pation in the formal economy, particularly in the Global South. Nonetheless,  there remains an 

absence of commitment from states and international institutions to such systemic reforms.  

Anchored in the context of India, our project thus conceptualises women ’s reproductive labour 

to include unpaid domestic work, but also abject forms of labour performed by women outside of the institutional domain of 

marriage and for the market, namely, sex work, erotic dancing, commercial surrogacy and paid domestic work. Drawing 

on feminist legal theory and deploying methodologies ranging from doctrinal case law analysis to  ethnographies of women’s 

labour markets, this project problematises law’s jurisdictional boundaries over women’s reproductive labour and critiques the 

varied, even contradictory, legal regulation of reproductive labour as well as the misguided law reform initiatives that under-

mine women’s economic agency. Given the current interest, nationally and internationally, in unpaid care work, our project 

offers a timely intervention by proposing a holistic understanding of reproductive labour and exploring prospects for an alter-

nate regulatory matrix to further women’s economic justice. 

For more information about the project or to join the network, please email Prabha.kotiswaran@kcl.ac.uk. The Laws of Social 
Reproduction project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 
(under grant agreement No. 772946) 
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